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From the Acting Principal’s Desk 

Welcome back to school! It’s wonderful to see our classrooms 
buzzing with life again. A very special welcome to our new Prep 
students who began their journey with us last Friday—what a big 
moment! Starting school is a huge milestone and the first step in a 
lifelong learning adventure (and yes, there may be a few tired legs 
and early mornings along the way!).  

Whether students are just beginning in Prep or stepping confidently into Year 6, the start of a new 
school year always brings a mix of excitement, anticipation, and perhaps a few butterflies—and 
that’s completely normal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for trusting us with your children’s learning and 
wellbeing here at Heany Park. Our dedicated staff work 
closely together to create a safe, nurturing and inspiring 
environment—one that sparks curiosity, builds respectful 
relationships and supports every child to thrive. We take this 
responsibility seriously and feel incredibly privileged to play such an important role in your child’s 
journey. 

Here’s to a wonderful year ahead—full of learning, growth and plenty of smiles along the way! 
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INTRODUCING OUR SCHOOL CAPTAINS FOR 2026 
Congratulations to these students. We are looking forward to working together to all help make our 
school the best place it can be: 
 

• Olivia Skinner  
• Kyra Pearce 
• Della Lu 
• Daivik Bharadwaj 

 

 
ANNOUNCING ALL STUDENT LEADERS FOR 2025 
In assembly on Friday 6 February, we will announce our other student leaders. 
 

STUDENT FREE CURRIULUM DAYS 2026 
We have three student-free days remaining this year: 

• 6 March – Curriculum Day 
• 27 Aug – Curriculum Day 
• 4 November – Report Writing Day  

 
TIMETABLE FOR 2026: 

• 8:50 to 9:00   First bell, organise for start of day 
• 9:00 to 11:00   Learning time 
• 11:00 to 11:30  Recess 
• 11.30 to 1.00  Learning time 
• 1:00 to 1:10   Eating time in class or outside with class and teacher supervised 
• 1:10 to 2:00   Lunch play 
• 2:00 to 3.30   Learning time 
• 3:30   End of school bell 

Please note: It is important that students arrive by 8:50am, ready for the day. Late arrival can mean 
missing key English instruction and critical learning. Students must go to the office to receive a late 
token if they arrive at school after 9.00am. 
 

ESSENTIAL AGREEMENTS 
Classroom Essential Agreements: Each year, our students and teachers work together to create 
Essential Agreements for their classrooms and learning spaces. This is a collaborative process 
where everyone has a voice, helping to build positive, supportive environments where students feel 
safe, respected and ready to learn. 
Once the agreements are finalised, they will be sent home and included in your child’s portfolio—
so keep an eye out for them! 
 



  

 

 

 

  

 

This year, we continue to build on our Positive Classroom Management Strategies, as 
recommended by the Department of Education and Training (DET). These strategies help make 
expectations clear and consistent, supporting student learning, wellbeing and engagement. We 
really appreciate your support in reinforcing these expectations as we work together to create a 
thriving school community. 
 
Playground Essential Agreement 
Over the coming weeks, each grade will have the opportunity to revisit and discuss the school’s 
Playground Essential Agreement. This annual process ensures that student voice is central, with 
ideas gathered collaboratively across the school. 
 
The finalised 2026 Playground Agreement will be shared in the school newsletter and displayed 
around the school for everyone to see. 
 
SRC (Student Representative Council) 
Soon, students will begin the process of nominating and voting for their class SRC representative. 
The role and responsibilities will be clearly explained to students, as it is an important position of 
leadership and service. 
SRC representatives will work closely with The Green Team, taking on the role of Eco-Warriors and 
supporting our ResourceSmart initiatives, including Waste, Water, Energy and Biodiversity. 
 

STUDENT PORTFOLIOS 
Students will begin creating their student portfolios, which 
capture their learning journey and progress over time. These 
portfolios will be shared with families during open classroom 
visits and at our Celebration of Learning Assemblies (dates 
can be found in the Diary Dates section of this newsletter). 

A portfolio is a celebration of an active mind at work. It 
showcases growth, creativity, higher-order thinking, 
reflection and assessment evidence. Portfolios support 
meaningful conversations between students, teachers and 
families, helping identify strengths, areas for growth and 
future learning goals. 

 

BEGINNING THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR BOOKLETS 
Families will receive a hard copy of the Beginning of the Year Parent Information Booklet. This 
includes an overview of when each Unit of Inquiry will begin and end throughout the year, helping 
you stay connected to your child’s learning. Specialist teachers will also share information about 
their programs. 
From this point on, school communication will be shared electronically via Compass. 
 

 
 
 
 



  

 

 

 

  

 

 
GETTING TO KNOW YOU INTERVIEWS February 5 and 10 
Parents of students in the Junior, Middle and Senior School (Years 
1–6) are invited to book a Getting to Know You Interview with their 
child’s new teacher. These bookings are available on Compass, and 
we strongly encourage families to take up this opportunity. 
If these times do not work for you, please contact your child’s 
teacher to arrange an alternative time. You may wish to share 
information such as: 

• Your child’s strengths 
• Languages spoken at home 
• Any health, medical or learning needs  
• Recent assessments (e.g. speech, OT, vision, hearing) 
• Any concerns about learning or wellbeing 
• Family circumstances that may impact your child 
• Extra-curricular activities your child enjoys 

This information helps us support your child in the best possible way. 

PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS 
Our next Parent–Teacher Interviews will be held on 23 and 25 June, a student-free day. Families 
will be invited to book a 15-minute time slot via Compass. 
Parents may choose whether or not to bring their child to the meeting. While we encourage student 
attendance, we understand that families have different preferences and appreciate the feedback 
shared last year. 
 
CONCERNS AND PARENT-TEACHER MEETINGS 
Should you ever have concerns about your child's learning or wish to discuss their progress in more 
detail, please don't hesitate to book a meeting with your child's teacher. This can be done at any 
time throughout the year—there's no need to wait for scheduled parent-teacher sessions. We 
believe that education is a collaborative partnership between parents, school, and students, and 
open communication is key to supporting each child's individual needs. Remember, your 
involvement in your child's education is invaluable, and we appreciate your ongoing commitment 
to their success. 

 
RESOURCE SMART SCHOOLS 

Ms Nutbean, our Science Teacher, continues to lead our ResourceSmart 
Schools journey. We have proudly achieved two stars so far and we are now 
working towards our third star, focusing on energy Please see Ms Nutbean’s 
report later in the newsletter for more details. 
 

 



  

 

 

 

  

 

LIBRARY  
Our library is open for borrowing, and we strongly encourage students 
to borrow regularly—both fiction and non-fiction. Reading is a vital 
lifelong skill, and literature helps students make sense of the world 
around them. 
 
Prep, Year 1 and Year 2: Please have a name library bag to protect 
the books, when carrying to and from school.  This can be any type of 
bag eg: drawstring, shopping bag, tote. Etc. 
 
Parents and carers can support reading at home by listening to children read, reading to them, and 
reading together. Students will bring home books matched to their reading level, while library 
books are student-selected and may need some guidance. 
Families are welcome to visit the library: 

• Tuesdays & Thursdays 
• 8:30–8:50am or 3:30–4:30pm 

Happy reading!  
 

TERM 1 RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS PROGRAM 
In Term 1, students across all levels will engage in Topic 5: Stress Management as part of the 
Respectful Relationships Program. 

Emotional literacy involves understanding, expressing and managing emotions, building empathy 
and responding appropriately to others. Developing a strong emotional vocabulary helps students 
grow in self-awareness and empathy. 

We look forward to sharing classroom activities from this program in upcoming newsletters. 

 

Respectful Relationships: Two Year Program Overview 

Odd Years Even Years 

Topic 1: Emotional Literacy 
Topic 2: Personal and Cultural 
Strengths 
Topic 3: Positive Coping 
Topic 4: Problem Solving 

Topic 5: Stress Management 
Topic 6: Help Seeking 
Topic 7: Gender norms and 
stereotypes 
Topic 8: Positive Gender 
Relationships 

 
 
CLUBS DURING LUNCH TIME 
The following clubs are available for all children at lunchtime 

• Library Club: Tuesday  
• Art Club: Tuesday 
• Art Club: Wednesday  
• Wellbeing Club: Thursday  



  

 

 

 

  

 

 

CANTEEN: 
 

 
The school canteen operates on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Orders must be 
placed online via QKR. Over-the-counter sales are available at recess and 
the first half of lunch. Please make sure you update your child’s class to 
their 2026 class. 

 
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 
VACANCIES: On 29 January a compass post was uploaded 
regarding vacancies on School Council. We have four vacancies for 
two years. Please send nominations on the form that was attached 
to the compass post or you can collect a hard copy from the office.  

 
SCHOOL POLICIES  
The following polices have been sent via Compass to all families 
today Thursday 5 February 
 

• Student Mobile Phone Policy  
• Homework Policy 
• Privacy Collection Notice (is also in this newsletter)  
• Photographing, Filming and Recording Students Policy and Consent 
• Volunteers Confidentiality Agreement 

INSURANCE 
Please note that the school does not have personal accident insurance or ambulance cover. 
 
PERSONAL PROPERTY 
Students should be discouraged from bringing any unnecessary or particularly valuable items to 
school as the Department of Education does not hold insurance for personal property brought to 
school and it has no capacity to pay for any loss or damage to such property.  
 

SAFETY 
For the safety of all our students, please do not drive into the staff car park or walk 
your children through it. Instead, we ask that you use the designated pedestrian 
entrances to the school. Establishing strong routines with safe pathways is 
essential in ensuring a secure environment for everyone. Thank you for your 
cooperation!  
 
 

  



  

 

 

 

  

 

 

TERM 1 DATES 

6 February Assembly 2.45pm 
5 and 10 February Getting to Know you Interviews 3.50 pm – 6.00pm 

Specialist: Thursday 5th Feb only 
12 February School Photos 
17 February District Swimming at Monash Aquatic Centre 
20 and 23 February Peer Mediation Training for Senior School Students 
27 February Life Saving Victoria Program: Senior School 
27 February Assembly 2.45pm 
3 March Life Education Incursion: Year 6 
4 March Life Education Incursion: Year 5 
4 March Prep Family Picnic 5.00pm – 6.00pm 
6 March Curriculum Day: Student Free 
11 – 20 March NAPLAN Year 3 and 5 only 
13 March Assembly 2.45pm 
18 March Family Night: Junior School 4.30pm – 5.30pm 
20 March Harmony Day Celebrations 
23 to 25 March Senior School Camp: Waratah Bay 
27 March  Assembly 2.45pm 
1 April Whole School House Cross Country 9.00am – 11.00am 
2 March Last Day of Term 1: 2.30pm Finish 

TERM 2 DATES 

20 April Term 2 Commences 
24 April to 12 May Prep to Year 6 Swimming Program (Optional) 

Students swim each Friday for 8 weeks 
29 March Prep Information Night for 2027 Students 
7 May Mother’s Day Celebration: Prep 
15 May District Athletics 
29 May District Winter Sport Day 1: Senior School 
9 June District Winter Sport Day 2: Senior School 
15 June Celebration of Learning Assembly  

9.00am: Senior School 
2.30pm: Prep 

19 June Celebration of Learning Assembly  
9.00am: Middle School 
2.30pm: Junior School 

16 – 18 June IB Evaluation Visit: Parents will be asked to come and talk about the 
school and their IB experience 

23 and 25 June Parent Teacher Interviews (Afterschool) 
 

 
  



  

 

 

 

  

 

WELLBEING 
Please make sure you are paying attention to your own wellbeing and getting support if need be.   

 

We hope your child has an amazing year at Heany Park PS. Please always let us know if you have any questions or 

concerns. We are only a phone call or email away. 

 
Phone 9764 5533   
Email: kym.ryan@education.vic.gov.au 
 

 
Kind regards 
 
Kym Ryan 
Acting Principal 
 
  



  

 

 

 

  

 

Privacy Collection Notice 
Information for students, parents and carers 

The Department of Education and Training (the Department) values your privacy and is committed to protecting 
the personal and health information that schools collect. 
All school staff must comply with Victorian privacy law and the Schools’ Privacy Policy. This notice explains how 
the Department, including Victorian government schools (schools), handles personal and health information. On 
occasion, specific consent will be sought for the collection and use of information, for example, for a student to 
receive a health service. Our schools are also required by legislation, such as the Education and Training Reform 
Act 2006, to collect some of this information. 
Throughout this notice, staff includes principals, teachers, student support service officers, youth workers, social 
workers, nurses and any other allied health practitioners, and all other employees, contractors, volunteers and 
service providers of the school and the Department. 
On enrolment, and during the ordinary course of a student’s attendance at a school, schools will collect 
information about students and their families for the following purposes: 

• educating students 

• supporting students’ social and emotional wellbeing, and health  

• fulfilling legal obligations, including duty of care, anti-discrimination law and occupational health and 

safety law  

• communicating and engaging with parents 

• student administration 

• school management 

• supporting policy in relation to student education and wellbeing. 

If this information is not collected, schools may be unable to provide optimal education or support to students or 
fulfil legal obligations. 
For example, our schools rely on parents to provide health information about any medical condition or disability 
that their child has, medication their child may take while at school, any known allergies and contact details of 
their child’s doctor. If parents do not provide all relevant health information, this may put their child’s health at 
risk.  
Our schools also require current, relevant information about all parents and carers so that schools can take 
account of safety concerns that affect their children. Parents should provide schools with copies of all current 
parenting plans and court orders about or that affect their children and provide updated copies when they 
change.  
When parents enrol their child in primary school, they will be asked to provide personal and health information in 
several ways, including via the Enrolment Form, the School Entrance Health Questionnaire (SEHQ) and the Early 
Childhood Intervention Service (ECIS) Transition Form. 
 
The Enrolment Form is used to collect information that is essential for the purposes listed above, and requests 
information such as: 

• Emergency contacts – Individuals parents nominate for a school to contact during an emergency. Parents 

should ensure that their nominated emergency contact agrees to their contact details being provided to 

the school and that they understand their details may be disclosed by the Department if lawful, e.g. in the 

case of emergency communications relating to bush fires or floods.  

• Student background information – Information about country of birth, Aboriginal or Torres Strait 

Islander origin, language spoken at home and parent occupation. This information enables the 

Department to allocate appropriate resources to schools. The Department also uses this information to 

plan for future educational needs in Victoria and shares some information with the Commonwealth 

government to monitor, plan and allocate resources.  

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/research/Pages/reportdatahealth.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/professionals/needs/Pages/ecisabout.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/professionals/needs/Pages/ecisabout.aspx


  

 

 

 

  

 

 

• Immunisation status – This assists schools to manage health risks and legal obligations. The Department 

may also provide this information to the Department of Health and Department of Families, Fairness and 

Housing to assess immunisation rates in Victoria, but not in a way which identifies students. 

• Visa status – This is required to process a student’s enrolment. 

All schools may use departmental systems and online tools such as apps and other software to effectively collect 
and manage information about students and families for the purposes listed above.  
 
When schools use these online tools, they take steps to ensure that student information is secure. If parents or 
carers have any concerns about the use of these online tools, please contact the school. 
 
School staff will only share student and family information with other school staff who need to know to enable 
them to educate or support the student as described above. Information will only be shared outside the school 
(and outside the Department) as required or authorised by law, including where sharing is required to meet duty 
of care, anti-discrimination, occupational health and safety, and child wellbeing and safety obligations. The 
information collected will not be disclosed beyond the school and Department without parent consent unless 
such disclosure is lawful. 
 
When a student transfers to another school (including Catholic, independent and interstate), personal and/or 
health information about that student may be transferred to the next school. Transferring this information is in 
the best interests of the student and assists the next school to provide the best possible education and support to 
the student. For further detail about how and what level of information is provided to the next school, refer to 
the: Enrolment: Student transfers between schools 
 
Schools only provide school reports and ordinary school communications to students, parents, carers or others 
who have a legal right to that information. Requests for access to other student information or by others must be 
made by lodging a Freedom of Information (FOI) application. 
 
To update student or family information, parents should contact their school. 
For more information about how schools and the Department collect and manage personal and health 
information, or how to access personal and health information held by a school about you or your child, refer to 
the: Schools’ Privacy Policy 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  

https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/enrolment/guidance/student-transfers-between-schools
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/working/Pages/foi.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/schoolsprivacypolicy.aspx


  

 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 

OFFICE NEWS 
 
 
 

 
Compass - It is essential that you access your Compass regularly to keep up to date and informed about upcoming 
events for your child along with newsletters and relevant news. 
 
Emergency Contacts - If your child needs to be collected by someone other than yourself or your listed 
emergency contacts, please send an email to the office with the person’s name and details, as per department 
guidelines.  
 
Personal Property - Students should be discouraged from bringing any unnecessary or particularly valuable items 
to school as the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development does not hold insurance for personal 
property brought to school and it has no capacity to pay for any loss or damage to such property. Personal 
property includes such items as mobile phones, calculators, toys sporting equipment and cars parked on school 
premises. All student mobile phones are to be handed into the office for safe keeping during the day. 
 

Tissues and paper towel request – At the start of each year we kindly request if families could be supply 
their child/ren’s class with a box of tissues and a packet of paper towel. This is greatly appreciated. 
 
Medication - All medication required during the school day must be handed in to the front office and be in their 
original packaging/box. If your child is taking Panadol or antibiotics, you will need to complete a medical 
permission form at the office each time you require them to do so. 
 
Working with Children Card - Parent/Grandparent/Carer helpers are reminded that a valid WWC is required 
before volunteering at HPPS for all events, including incursions, excursions and camps. 
Volunteer Working with Children Cards are free. See link below to apply. 
https://service.vic.gov.au/services/working-with-children 

 
CSEF – Camp, Sports and Excursion Fund - Application Forms were posted online earlier this week. Hard copies 
are available to pick up from the office. Applications must include a copy of your current Health Care 
Card/Pension Card. To be eligible for the CSEF payment you must meet the criteria included in the form. 
 
SSB – A reminder that this once a one-off payment in 2025 but remaining balances may still be used for upcoming 
events. Please contact alison.munyard@education.vic.gov.au if you’d like to do this or check your balance. 
 
Second Hand Uniform Shop - The Second-Hand Uniform Shop will be open every second Wednesday and Friday 
afternoon from 3.15 to 3.45pm for Term 1. 

Friday 6 Feb   Friday 6 March 

Wednesday 11 Feb  Wednesday 11 March 

Friday 20 Feb   Friday 20 March 

Wednesday 25 Feb  Wednesday 25 March 

 

 

https://service.vic.gov.au/services/working-with-children
mailto:alison.munyard@education.vic.gov.au


  

 

 

 

  

 

  



  

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

LINEN ROSTER 2026 
 

Term 1 

Feb 6 

Feb 13 

Feb 20 

Feb 27 

March 6 

March 13 

March 20 

March 27 

April 2 
 

 

Narelle Weiland 

Fiona Reid 

Kathryn Skinner 

Kristen Bayri 

Alycia Bruce 

Nicole Bathols 

Kylie Russell 

Marcy Iaquinto 

Renee Castelluccio 

 

Term 2 

April 24 

May 1 

May 8 

May 15 

May 22 

May 29 

June 5 

June 12 

June 19 

June 26 

 

Lisa Steinmetz 

Narelle Weiland 

Fiona Reid 

Kathryn Skinner 

Kristen Bayri 

Alycia Bruce 

Nicole Bathols 

Kylie Russell 

Marcy Iaquinto 

Renee Castelluccio 

 

Term 3 

July 17 

July 24 

July 31 

August 7 

August 14 

August 21 

August 28 

September 4 

September 11 

September 18 

 

 

Lisa Steinmetz 

Narelle Weiland 

Fiona Reid 

Kathryn Skinner 

Kristen Bayri 

Alycia Bruce 

Nicole Bathols 

Kylie Russell 

Marcy Iaquinto 

Renee Castelluccio 

 

 

Term 4 

October 9 

October 16 

October 23 

October 30 

November 6 

November 13 

November 20 

November 27 

December 4 

December 11 

December 18 

 

Lisa Steinmetz 

Renee Castelluccio 

Fiona Reid 

Kathryn Skinner 

Kristen Bayri 

Alycia Bruce 

Nicole Bathols 

Kylie Russell 

Fiona Reid 

Narelle Weiland 

Marcy Iaquinto 

 
     
 

Thank you to everyone for volunteering 
to keep our First Aid bedding fresh and clean. 

We truly appreciate your help 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  



  

 

 

 

  

 

 

2026 CANTEEN MENU 

 
      



  

 

 

 

  

 

  
This newsletter contains paid advertisements. The publication of such ads does not imply 

endorsement or recommendation of any product or service by Heany Park Primary School 

 

 
  
       
 
 
                   
 

                       
 
 
 
 
   
 
   
 



  

 

 

 

  

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
      


